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Expected Death in the Home Protocol 
 

 
1. Overview 

 
The Expected Death in the Home Protocol (EDITH) supports end of life care in 
the home and an individual’s expressed wish for no resuscitation when their 
heart stops beating or they stop breathing. 
 
Expected death refers to when, in the opinion of the health care team, the 
client is irreversibly and irreparably terminally ill; that is, there is no available 
treatment to restore health or the client refuses the treatment that is 
available. 1, 2  
 
The EDITH Protocol supports the development of an End of Life Plan to identify 
the plan for pronouncement/certification of death in the home to allow for the 
timely removal of the body to the funeral home.  When the Physician supports 
the nurse pronouncing the death, the Physician agrees to visit the funeral home 
or the funeral home agrees to visit the physician within 24 hours of the death to 
sign the Death Certificate.  This reduces the stress for the family when death 
occurs and supports Physicians to care for end of life clients in the community 
setting. 
 
The use of the EDITH protocol will reduce the inappropriate use of Emergency 
Services such as Police, EMS, Fire and the Coroner. 

2. Legislation 
 
The Health Care Consent Act, 1996, and the Substitute Decisions Act, 1992, 
enable a capable person to create an advance directive. Through an advance 
directive, the person can indicate the kinds of treatment he or she would like to 
be accepted or rejected for, in the event a person becomes incapable.  If the 
person becomes incapable, these directives would be interpreted by the person’s 
substitute decision-maker.  Under the Health Care Consent Act, 1996, 
resuscitation is considered to be a treatment.  There is no legal requirement to 
obtain a Physician’s written, telephone or verbal DNR order.3  
 
The College of Nurses of Ontario Practice Guideline- Guiding Decisions About 
End-Of-Life Care, 2009, states “all nurses have the authority to pronounce death 
when clients are expected to die and their plan of treatment does not include 
resuscitation.  While RNs and RPNs do not have the authority to certify death in 
any situation, Nurse Practitioners do have the authority to certify an expected 
death, except in specific circumstances.”4 
 
Registered Nurses and Registered Practical Nurses are not legally authorized to 
complete and sign medical certificates of death.5   
 

1 College of Nurses of Ontario, Practice Guideline: Guiding Decisions About End-of-Life Care, 2009.   
2 The definition may vary across organizational and practice environments.  There is no legal definition of expected death. 
3 College of Nurses of Ontario, Practice Guideline: Guiding Decisions About End-of-Life Care, 2009 
4 Ibid 
5 Ministry of Consumer & Business Services August 2010, Handbook on Medical Certification of Death 
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In Ontario Physicians and Nurse Practitioners (NP) are able to determine the 
cause of death and sign the medical Certificate of Death. 
 
The College of Nurses of Ontario Nurse Practitioners Practice Resources states: 
“The provincial Vital Statistics Act gives NPs the authority to complete a Medical 
Certificate of Death (Form 16) in specific circumstances.  This certificate is part 
of the death registration form and is an important legal document detailing the 
fact and circumstances of death. NPs can complete a Medical Certificate of Death 
of the deceased when: 

• the NP had primary responsibility for the deceased’s care 
• the death was expected 
• a documented medical diagnosis of a terminal disease had been made by a 

medical practitioner 
• there was a predictable pattern of decline, and 
• no unexpected events or complications arose.6 

 
The Do Not Resuscitate Confirmation Form – DNR C may be completed by a 
health care professional (MD, NP, RN, RPN, CM/CC) to direct paramedic and 
firefighter not to initiate CPR.  They may administer therapies to provide comfort 
or alleviate pain in the event they are called to the home. (See Appendix 1.) 

3. Process 
 Completion of the Expected Death in the Home Planning 
Form (Appendix 2) 
 
The Palliative Performance Scale (PPS) may be used as a guide for situations 
listed below. 
 
The Health Care Professional (MD, NP, RN, RPN, CM/CC): 
 

• Initiates the discussion re advanced care planning with the client; 
family; power of attorney (POA); and /or substitute decision maker 
(SDM) (before PPS 60%) 
 

• Completes the Advanced Care Directives section on the form  indicating 
that the client  has an expressed wish for no resuscitation when their 
heart stops beating or they stop breathing 
 

• Completes the DNR C form 
 

• Contacts the Physician to discuss the plan for certification/ 
pronouncement of death (before PPS 30%) 
 
 

• Confirms with the family that the funeral home has been 
contacted  
 

6 College of Nurses of Ontario, NP Practice Resources: Issuing Medical Certificates of Death 
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• Documents the Advanced Care Directives, Pronouncement Plan, Funeral 

Home Information and Certification Plan   
 

 
• Faxes Copy 1 of the Expected Death in the Home Planning Form to 

CCAC.  The CM/CC will fax it to the Physician/Nurse Practitioner, all 
CCAC Service Providers and the Funeral Home  

 
 Checklist for Expected Death in the Home (Appendix 4)  
Initiates Planning Checklist for Expected Death in the Home Form to remain in 
the Chart in the Home 

 
   When Death Occurs: 
 

• The family/caregivers/unregulated service providers: 
o Does not call 911 
o Contacts the Nurse/Nursing agency to have death pronounced OR 
o Contacts the Physician/NP to pronounce and certify death  

 
  Pronouncement of Death by the Nurse 
 
Nurse: 

• Visits to pronounce the death and support family 
 

• Notifies the Physician or NP of the client’s death; notes date and time of 
death; and reminds Physician/NP of the responsibility to sign the death 
certificate within 24 hours (the Physician/NP agrees to visit the funeral 
home or the funeral home agrees to visit the Physician/NP) 

 
• If death occurs during the night, the nursing agency will inform the 

physician as soon as possible at the start of the day 
 

• In cases of injury or trauma prior to death (e.g., fall, fractured hip, etc), 
notifies the Coroner before releasing the body to the Funeral Home.  
The Coroner will make the decision if an autopsy is needed and if yes, 
the Coroner will make the necessary arrangements to have the body 
sent to the morgue.  The nurse notifies the Coroner by calling the 24 
hour dispatch # 1-855-299-4100 or 1-416-314-4100 
 

• Notifies the Funeral Home of death and arranges for removal of body in 
keeping with family wishes 

 
• Completes the Funeral Home Transfer Form (Appendix 3) 

 
• Ensures that  the Funeral Home Transfer Form (Appendix  3)  and 

Medical Certificate of Death (Form 16)  accompanies the deceased to 
the Funeral Home; and documents this in the progress notes in the 
CITH 
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• Informs  the CCAC Care Coordinator of the client’s death, as soon as 
possible 
 

• Completes a Discharge Service Provider Report (SPR) and forwards it to 
the CCAC 
 

• Takes the Chart in the Home from the client’s home and forwards it to 
the CCAC 

 
 

 
   Certifying Death and Signing the Death Certificate 

 
Physician/NP: 
 

• Signs Medical Certificate of Death within 24 hours;  agrees to visit the funeral 
home; or the funeral home agrees to visit the Physician/NP for completion of death 
certificate. 

 
 

Funeral Home: 
 

• Ensures that the Medical Certificate of Death is appropriately signed 
within 24 hours. 
 

In the event the Attending Physician/NP is not immediately available, his/her 
alternate, will be contacted.  If no Physician/NP can be contacted to certify 
death with 24 hours, the Funeral Home will contact the on-call Coroner for 
assistance. 
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Appendix 1 – Do Not Resuscitate Confirmation Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Champlain CCAC May 2015       Page 7 of 16 

COPY



Expected Death in the Home Protocol 
 

 
Appendix 2 – Expected Death in the Home Planning Form 
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GUIDELINE 

 
Expected Death in the Home Planning Form 

 
The Health Care Professional (MD, NP, RN, RPN) who initiates the discussion re advanced 
care planning is responsible to complete the Expected Death In The Home (EDITH) 
Planning Form and notify the CCAC Care Coordinator.  
 
Advance Care Directives  
 
The Health care Professional:  

• Discusses advanced care planning with the client/POA/SDM  
• Documents that the client has an expressed wish for no resuscitation when their 

heart stops beating or they stop breathing  
• Documents the serial number of the DNRC  

 
Funeral Home Information  
 
The Health Care Professional:  

• Obtains the information re: Funeral Home from the family and permission to share 
information  

• Completes this section on form  
 
Pronouncement Plan and Certification Plan  
 
The Health Care Professional:  

• Confirms the pronouncement plan and certification plan with the Physician/NP  
• Documents plan on the form and signs and dates form  
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Appendix 3 – Funeral Home Transfer Form 
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GUIDELINE 

 

Funeral Home Transfer Form 

 

 

  

Pronouncement Information 

Health Care Professional: 

• Completes client identification information 
• Documents date (dd/mm/yy), time, name and agency of person pronouncing 
• Documents name of Physician/NP, date (dd/mm/yy), telephone number and time 

they were notified 
• Documents name of Funeral Home, date (dd/mm/yy) and time they were notified 
• Funeral Home Transfer Form to accompany the deceased to the Funeral Home 
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Appendix 4 - Medical Certificate of Death

 
Form to accompany the deceased to the Funeral Home 
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Form to accompany the deceased to the Funeral Home                                                                     
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Appendix 5 – Process for Completion of Expected Death in the Home  
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Appendix 6 –Checklist for Expected Death in the Home  
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